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Message from the Principal
Dear Parent/ Guardian
It’s hard to believe that we are at the end of yet another
year here in St. Aidan’s.

“I would like to take this
opportunity on behalf of
the staff to thank you, our
parents/guardians, for
your continuing support
during the year.”
.”

This year has been both busy and challenging! As we
negotiated our way out of Covid 19 and all that came with
it, we finally began to breathe again, literally!
As pods, masks, social distancing and all the other
procedures/ protocols were dropped, school became alive
with laughter and smiles. Our students began again to avail
of the opportunities to participate in co-curricular and
extra-curricular activities with great success including
Mental Health Awareness workshops, Concern debates,
Active Week, Junk Kouture, Future Leaders, Active School,
Friendship Week and many others.
Students and staff were also involved in a great deal of
fundraising including for St. Vincent de Paul, Shoe Box
Appeal, Pieta House and others.
This year also saw our sports teams’ boys and girls
participate successfully in a wide variety of activities,
including Gaelic football, hurling, camogie, basketball and
soccer; their team spirit and commitment was admirable.
There were many, many more projects, events and debates
organised too numerous to mention. My thanks to all the
students who participated and shared their talents. My
sincere thanks to the staff for their continued commitment
and hard work. Many of the activities involved staff giving of
their own time to provide students with opportunities to
participate in a vast array of activities.
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Our last term was very busy; we had our Transition Year
graduation and again this provided our students with an
opportunity to show how much they have matured, gained
in confidence and developed new talents. Our sixth-year
graduation was, as always, an occasion of celebration yet
was tinged with sadness. We watched our students; your
sons and daughters graduate from St Aidan’s and prepare to
move on in their life’s journey. The theme of the day was
“Croí Nua” and we will be keeping them in our thoughts and
prayers.
Our in-house awards afternoon provided us with an
opportunity to celebrate with our students their work,
commitment and particular talents. It was a wonderful
afternoon and this is evident in the photographs.
Our school community showed its resilience when faced with
the sad loss of one of our students. Staff, students, parents,
past staff and students and our local community came
together to support each other in a host of different ways
and for that we are deeply appreciative.

“On behalf of the staff in St
Aidan’s I wish our 6th and
3rd year students every
success in their exams
and to everyone a very
happy, safe and relaxing
summer.”

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the staff to
thank you our parents/guardians for your continuing support
during the year.

.”

Finally, sincere thanks to our students including our
International and Ukrainian students who have worked hard
and contributed in so many ways to our school community.
On behalf of the staff in St Aidan’s I wish our 6th and 3rd year
students every success in their exams and to everyone a very
happy, safe and relaxing summer.
Marianne Smith, Principal

Twitter: @StAidansCootehi
FB: Saint Aidan’s Comprehensive
Insta:staidanscomprehensive
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Sixth Year Report
By Ms Georgina Meehan
As your final chapter at St. Aidan’s comes to a close, we
are grateful for the individual and collective
contributions you have made to the school with
enthusiasm over the last two years. Along the way each
of you has received support from your friends, the
teaching and non-teaching staff of St Aidan’s and most
importantly, your parents/guardians who have done their
best to support you every step of the way and I know that
you appreciate it all.
On your behalf, I thank your tutors Ms Mc Donald, Mr
Greenan, Mr Watters and Mr Fitzsimmons for all their
work and commitment over the last two years as they
have guided you along the right path.
I would like to thank the class of 2022 for their
cooperation, kindness and good humour. I wish you all the
success you deserve in your exams and a long, healthy
and happy life.
I take this opportunity on behalf of your tutors and myself
to wish all our Leaving Certificate students every success
as they prepare for their Leaving Certificate
examinations. Practical exams, orals and tasks are
complete and now we encourage each one of you to
engage positively in study and revision over the next few
weeks in preparation for your examinations.

Remember: follow your goals to reach your dreams and
follow your dreams to reach your goals.
Go n’eirigh an bother libh!!!

Message from Ms.
Meehan (6th Year
Head)
“I would like to thank
the class of 2022 for their
cooperation, kindness
and good humour. I wish
you all the success you
deserve in your exams
and a long, healthy and
happy life.”
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Leaving Certificate Awards 2022
These awards took place on Thursday the 26th May
2022.

Senior Sports Man/Lady Sponsored by
the School
These two awards are given in recognition of their
outstanding
achievements,
commitment
and
dedication to promoting all aspects of sports at St
Aidan’s.
THE SENIOR SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR 2022 IS
Dean Carroll
THE SENIOR SPORTS LADY OF THE YEAR 2022 IS
Ellen Maguire

LCA Student of the Year – sponsored
by Supervalu, Cootehill
To succeed in this course a student must show a high
degree of commitment and application as well as cooperation with their teachers. A 90% attendance is also
a prerequisite for the attaining of credits. The Leaving
Certificate Applied Student of the Year is a student who
exhibits these four criteria – commitment, application,
co-operation and attendance.

The LCA Student of the Year 2022
Dean Moore
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Brian Ó Mórdha Award
The Brian Ó Mórdha Award is given to a sixth-year
student who has, over their 5/6 years in Saint Aidan’s
embraced and participated in the traditions, culture
and language of Ireland through academic
excellence, hard work, enthusiasm, social and
organizational skills and participation in cultural
activities.
Winner of the Brian Ó Mórdha Award 2022
Laura Bannon

Flanagan Musical Award
This highly prestigious award is given in recognition
of the student who has contributed most to the area
of music within St Aidan’s. This award is presented
by the Flanagan family in honor of the late PJ
Flanagan who dedicated his life to the area of
music.
The PJ Flanagan Senior Music Award 2022
Hannah Moynagh

Academic Student of the Year
2022– Parents’ Association Award.
This award is granted to the student who has
achieved the highest points in six pre - Leaving
Certificate timetabled subjects. This prestigious
award acknowledges the top academic students in
the Leaving Certificate Year.

Student of the Year Award 2022 –

In 3rd place – Cody Mc Dermott Foy

Sponsored by Cootehill Credit Union

In 2nd place – Orlaith Hammond

This award is given to the student who is considered to
be the person who has epitomized all that is positive in
the Year Group in a holistic manner. It is a highly
prestigious award as nominees are selected by the year
group who make their judgment on criteria such as cooperation, class spirit and involvement in all areas of
school life. Students are nominated from the year
group and one winner emerges from a voting panel of
students and teachers.

A1 – Aoife Brazil
A2 – Joseph Byrne
A3 – Hannah Moynagh
A5 – Keelan Keappock

The Overall Student of the Year 2022 is
Joseph Byrne

The Academic Student of the Year 2022 is Laura
Bannon.
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St Aidan’s Senior
Prizewinners 2022

Sportswoman of the Year

Sportsman of the Year

Student of the Year

Brian Ó Mórdha Award

Academic Student of the Year

LCA Student of the Year

PJ Flanagan Senior Music
Award
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By Ms Vivien Drury
Guidance Speakers/Exhibition
What a year we have had in Guidance this year. We have
our representatives form DCU, UCD, NUI Maynooth,
Queen’s Belfast, University of Ulster, Sligo IT as well as
The Navy and talk about apprenticeships. We have also
had our career fair that hosted to all universities,
Technological Universities and colleges of future study.
This year we also introduced the world of work with local
employers; EMCA, ABBOT, PQE, MASTEK, ABCON who are
hiring for apprenticeships and letting students know what
type of employment they have to offer. A few of our
students gained apprenticeship on that day!

6th Years
Well done to all students for getting this far. Some of our
students have received offers from UCAS and many will
wait to see what the CAO will offer in September (I am
guessing). Unfortunately, no dates yet so please check
TEAMS over the summer and I will keep you posted.
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Pop Up Coffee Shop
By Ms Celine Kieran
Back in March, the Mental Health Ambassadors
wanted to do something nice for their school mates,
as well as raise some money for local charities and
for future wellbeing events. They decided to organise
and run a Pop Up Coffee Shop during lunchtime.
Brownies, cakes, cookies, cupcakes and more were
baked by the team, and along with some tasty treats
baked by their teachers and beautiful cookies freshly
baked and donated by Argue’s Londis, there was a
variety of delicious treats to choose from.
Fruit that was kindly donated by Foy’s Super Valu was
chopped up and the fruit pots were a huge hit,
especially amongst those who were off sweet treats
for Lent!
The event proved to be a huge success and the team
raised over €200.

REMEMBER
1. Confirm your application
2. You can change your mind until 1st July.
Wellbeing under Guidance
This year saw the establishment of the Mental Health
Ambassadors.
These eleven 5th years created wellbeing boards that gave
help and advice to students on different topics of the
year. They introduced TAMI Games to junior students to
teach them about good Mental Health and were key
operators in the Walk for Hope. They also fundraised by
setting up a pop-up coffee shop.

Students
participated
in
the
following
programmes:
1. Be Well programme which saw students learning
about emotional resilience
2. YES programme which saw students learning about
sexual identity and consent workshops
3. Provoking Thought programme this is emotional
resilience in specific topics like body image
4. Grief workshops- understanding grief
5. Garda Diversion workshop on COCO’s law, mobile
phone use and sharing of images
6. Study skills

Pop Up Cafe
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St Aidan’s Hope Walk

Active Week

By Dearbhla McCormick

By Ms Donna English

On Friday 8th April, St Aidan’s student body in
association with Foróige, participated in a “Walk of
Hope” as organised by the school’s Mental Health
Ambassadors, a select group of senior students
within the school that aims to spread and promote
good mental health schoolwide. Students were led
on a mindfulness walk from the school to Erica’s
Fairy Forest and were encouraged on the way to
think about what they hope or are hopeful for. On
arrival, students could avail of treats and water
courtesy of Carleton’s Cakes, Argue’s Londis and
the Walk About Café, or had the option to purchase
a hot drink from the “Walk About Café”. Each
student was provided a marker to write out their
hopes or desires for the future on “St Aidan’s Wall
of Hope 2022”. By the time of the event’s
conclusion two complete canvasses had been filled
with students’ hopes for the future. Students were
given the run of the Fairy Forest to encourage a
mindful mindset and intra personal reflection. The
student cohort was then escorted back to school
where they then concluded their week of school.
The students really enjoyed the experience with
one senior student commenting that “it was
beautiful and a lot of fun” and a junior student
said,“it was good to clear the head out of school.”
Lots of photos on the next page.

Active week ran across the following dates: Monday
25th- Move it, Tuesday 26th- Try it, Wednesday 27th
- Walk it, Thursday 28th – Tug-O-War and Friday 29th
– Feel Good. Each morning students participated in
10 exercises at ‘10 to’ and carried out the movement
code competition during reg class. On Monday
activities included: Rowing Challenge- Who’s the
fastest in the school to row 500m lead by the TY
Active School’s committee, Teachers V Students of
3rd Year in Dodgeball and 5th Years participated in a
jiving taster with Eddie Brady. On Tuesday activities
included: Long Puc- all years which was lead by the
TY Active School’s committee, Oisin McConville came
to speak to TY, 5th and 6th Years about Life Choices
and TY’s completed the Jiving taster with Eddie. On
Wednesday activities included: TY’s Cuilcagh Climb,
Mr McKenna hosted a handball tournament for junior
years and 2nd years completed the Jiving taster. On
Thursday activities included: Target Net Competition
lead by the TY Active School’s committee, Tug-o-War
and 1st years completed a Yoga Taster. On Friday
activities included: Wear your jersey Day and
Teachers V Students in 6th Year Volleyball match.
Each day students were also encouraged to carry out
a wellness walk during CSPE/SPHE/Religion/Health
and Non-Exam Classes. During PE class, students
completed the school 3.5km run and were
encouraged to try the teacher challenges on our
school Facebook page. All our winners are displayed
on the school Facebook page.

Summer
Newsletter

Page 8

Hope Walk

Summer
Newsletter
Computing News
By Ms Natalie Noone
Bebras National Finals

Congratulations to Aiste Jonaityte in Transition Year
who was invited to attend the Bebras National Finals
which were held in March. This is her second time to
reach the National Finals. Best of luck for next year
Aiste! Bebras will be back again in November. All
Coding and Computer Science students will be taking
part.

Computer Science Exam
The 2022 Computer Science exam took place on
Wednesday 25th May. The project worth 30% was
already submitted. Students sat a written exam
followed by a programming exam accounting for 70% of
their overall grade.
The additional choice in the written paper was
welcomed by students with them having to complete 6
out of 12 short questions and only 1 out of 3 long
questions. There was no choice in the programming
paper but only 1 long question to be completed instead
of two. This was the first year in St. Aidan’s where the
girls sitting the exam outnumbered the boys. This
trend looks set to continue with the incoming 5th year
class!
Congratulations to Amy Chuenglin who was awarded
the prizes for “Computer Science Student of the Year
2022” and also the “Best Computer Science Project
2022” Amy along with 4 other classmates is planning to
continue her studies in Computer Science. Best wishes
to all the 2020-2022 Computer Science students. You
will be missed!

Digital Media Literacy
2022 was the year that Junior Cycle students first
completed the Short Course, Digital Media Literacy
along with Coding. For their CBA group projects,
students
completed
research
on
Social
Media. Following on from their research they surveyed
other students to get their views and insights. They
completed guides for adjusting security settings and
designed posters to increase awareness of the dangers
associated with online activity and advice on how best
to protect yourself. Some students created videos to
demonstrate how to adjust your security settings on
social media apps. A drop-in workshop was held for all
students to attend if they had any questions or needed
any additional help with protecting themselves online.
Congratulations to Kitija Wilson who has created
history by becoming the first student in St. Aidan’s
Comprehensive School to be awarded “Digital Media
Literacy Student 2022”. Congratulations to all the
students 2019-2022 Digital Media Literacy Class. Best
of luck in your upcoming exams!
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Coding
Congratulations to Eoghan McCaul who was
awarded “Coding Student of the Year 2022”
The 2019-2022 cohort of Coding students are the
first group to study Coding alongside Digital Media
Literacy. For their CBA students created their own
game using the Makcode Arcade Integrated
Development Environment (IDE). Along with their
game students must submit planning and research
assignments, respond to feedback given
throughout the development process, test their
game and complete a detailed personal reflection
report. Congratulations to all the students 20192022 Coding Class. Best of luck in your upcoming
exams!

OECD PILA Project
Throughout April and May 2022, Coding students
from 1st year and 2nd year participated in PILA.
Ms Noone was invited to participate in the OECD
Platform for Innovative Learning Assessments
(PILA) as one of three Irish Schools currently
participating
in
the
International
Pilot
stage. Students in Singapore, Brazil, Netherlands,
Germany and Ireland have been selected for the
Pilot Stage.
It consisted of three different sessions. After each
session the students were asked for their
feedback. This feedback, along with a Teacher
Observation report completed by Ms Noone, was
sent to the PILA team. The students provided
invaluable feedback which resulted in changes to
the system interface for each session to see how
the students enjoyed the new features and
modifications that they suggested. This is done
with the aim of improving the overall experience
for all users before it is rolled out internationally.
PILA provide ‘learning assessments’, which are
assessment experiences that include resources
and structured support (i.e. scaffolds) for
learning. During these experiences, students
iteratively develop programs using various forms
of support, such as tutorials, automated feedback,
hints and worked examples. The assessments are
cumulative, asking students to use what they
practiced in earlier tasks when completing
successive, more complex tasks.
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Fifth Year Report
By Ms Bernie Hanna
This has been a very busy term for fifth year students. I
would like to congratulate the fifth-year students on their
participation in the many extra-curricular events and
competitions that have taken place this term. Thank you
for your generosity to the many fund-raising activities we
supported this term.
A special word of thanks must go to our Mental Health
Ambassadors who have been a truly remarkable group.
They have organised a programme of events to highlight
inclusion, provide information and awareness on a variety
of wellbeing issues every month of the school year. We
would like to thank these students who have helped
highlight issues by organising workshops and fun activities
throughout the year.
I must acknowledge our volunteers in fifth year who are
working with first years as part of the Cairde
programme. Well done to each of you for your hard work
and dedication to this worthy programme.
Congratulations to all the fifth-year recipients of the
various awards that were presented to them at our end
of year prize giving. These awards recognise your
contribution to school life and your efforts over the past
year. Well done to all the winners!
Sixth year is just around the corner, so come back
refreshed and ready for the next chapter. I would like to
take this opportunity, on your behalf, to thank all your
tutors, aka The Dream Team: Ms. Brady (B1), Ms. Vogan
(B2), Ms. Scanlon (B3) and Mr. Ross (B5) for all their help
and support throughout the year.
Have a lovely summer, stay busy and stay safe and most
importantly, stay in touch with each other. If you are
feeling anxious or stressed please talk to someone; a
family member, friend or teacher. Get lots of fresh air
and make the most of the sunshine and get some
exercise, it’s good for the mind too!
Take care and God bless.

Message from Ms.
Hanna (5th Year Head)
“Have a lovely summer,
stay busy and stay safe
and most importantly,
stay in touch with each
other. If you are feeling
anxious or stressed
please talk to someone;
a family member, friend
or teacher. Get lots of
fresh air and make the
most of the sunshine and
get some exercise, it’s
good for the mind too!”

5th Year Student of the Year

5th Year Prizewinners
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Senan Mullen Receives
International Call Up
By Mr David Watters
Senan was called up for his first International u17 cap, as
part of a trial squad, who went to Spain to play two games
against Belgium. From there he was selected onto the full
squad for the Euro under 17 qualifiers. The qualifiers took
place in Portugal, where they played three games against
Portugal, Finland and Bulgaria. The team did not qualify,
but Senan played tremendously well over the course of
the qualifiers. It was a fabulous achievement and we as a
school are immensely proud of Senan.

Ireland U17 Squad with Senan Mullen

Sports Day 2022
We were waiting for good weather and finally on 17th
June, the window arrived. Students participated in
traditional athletics events but also obstacle races, bar
hang, tug o’war, volleyball and dodgeball. Mr Lennon’s
bike race is a social media sensation. Ms English is turning
down offers to be a commentator from all the TV
channels; she would miss St Aidan’s too much.
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Sports Day Pics
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Transition Year Report 2022
By Ms Jackie Sweeney
The TY students celebrated their prize giving ceremony
on 19th May 2022.
A prize giving ceremony for the TYs would not be
possible if it weren’t for a wonderful team of people
who have assisted in many ways in structuring,
delivering and assisting with the TY programme
throughout the year. I would like to begin by thanking
Cootehill Chamber for once again sponsoring the TY
Student of the Year Award. Sincere gratitude is
expressed to Grainne for her work on preparing all the
certificates, to Vera, Kathleen, Rosie and Maria for
providing all refreshments, and to Noleen, Cora and
Nelly in the general office who have been there for all
our needs throughout the year. I would like to express
our gratitude to Ms Maguire who has put considerable
preparation into providing such beautiful music. A big
thank you also to parents and guardians, for their
continued support during the year, their co-operation
and support for the programme has really been
remarkable from beginning to end.
In particular I would like to express my sincerest thanks
to the three TY tutors; Ms Brady, Ms English and Mr
McKenna…. who have been extremely dedicated tutors
to each group throughout the year. On behalf of the
students and myself I thank you all for your assistance
with the programme.

Thank you also to the Principal Ms. Smith and Deputy
Principal Mr. Magee, and each and every one of your
subject teachers who have put considerable time and
effort into the planning of the TY programme in this
school, making it the success it is.
As your year head I have enjoyed working with you at
all times this year. As a school community we have had
a difficult and emotional year, however your kindness,
understanding, keenness to help each other out and
watch out for each other was testament to your
resilience and your ability to pull together when times
are tough. As a year group we have had some ups and
downs and the odd wee quiet word here and
there….however such is part and parcel of our daily
lives and nothing has ever been too big a deal.
It certainly has been an action-packed year for you.
From your involvement in:
The YES Programme, Provoking Thought, Active
Schools, working with the Garda Siochana, Future
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Message from Ms. Sweeney
(TY Co-ordinator)
“To each and every one of
you….Well done on embracing
everything that TY presented to
you and now at the end of the
year you can look back and
be proud of everything that
you achieved.”
Leaders, Junk Kouture, Logs, Lego and pumpkins,
fundraising initiatives and John Paul Awards to name
but a few…..to going further afield to Causey Farm,
Cuilcagh and beyond. Amsterdam was also a well
welcomed treat. Initially on booking the trip we were
faced with uncertainty but luckily the restrictions
were lifted, suit cases were packed, the passports
were got, and off we went and we got there in the
end. I’m not quite sure whether the highlight was the
walking tour of the city or the rather interesting clog
making
gentleman
that
you
found
most
entertaining…...either way thanks to you it was one of
the best trips we were ever on. You were each an
absolute credit in every way and you should be very
proud. I have no doubt you have made fond memories
and new friends.
To each and every one of you, well done on embracing
everything that TY presented to you and now at the
end of the year you can look back and be proud of
everything that you achieved.
As TY draws to a close for you, you are now mature,
confident, reliable and independent young people,
ready to take on with full commitment your subjects
for the Leaving Cert programme which commences
right from day one in 5th year. I have no doubt you will
always look back upon TY with fondness as you recall
all the activities you engaged in together.
I would like to wish each one of you the very best of
luck in your second round of work experience, which
commences on Monday morning.
Have a wonderful summer.

Summer
Newsletter

Page 14

Transition Year Prizewinners
There were many prizes awarded at the TY prize giving,
which culminated in the overall Student of the Year
Award: Congratulations to all:

Cootehill Chamber TY Student of the Year
Awards.
TY1 Student of the Year
Highly commended: Emma Carroll, Alex Hall, Hannah
Keating, Ava Tate, Joshua Moore
Joint Winners: Katie Hughes & Patrick Mc Donald

TY2 Student of the Year
Highly commended: Sarah Marie Bannon, Anissa Fox, Lila
Mc Caul, John Mc Dermott, Roisin Mc Gorman, Hannah
Morris, Chloe Ward
Joint Winners: Ali Patterson & Nathan Smyth

TY3 Student of the Year
Highly commended: Hollyann Coughlan, Kevin Duffy,
Naomi Gibson, Rebecca Vogan, Colleen Mc Quillan,
Aodhagan O Reilly.
Joint Winners: Katie Ward & Ben Mc Donald
Overall TY Student of the Year: Hannah Keating

TY Student of the Year
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TY Debating
By Rebecca Vogan

By Hannah Keating
On the 5th of April 2022, 46 students and 4 teachers
set off on our TY trip to Amsterdam. Months of
planning and expectation finally became a reality.
Even Covid could not stop this St Aidan’s crew. It was
an early start but not a groan was to be heard - hard
to believe I know. On arrival in Amsterdam airport, we
boarded the bus and headed straight for the city tour.
We walked and walked and walked exploring this
amazing city. Did I mention we walked a lot!!! By the
end of day 1 we could not feel our legs.
Our trip was action packed. We visited Anne Frank’s
House, Eftling theme park, a cheese factory, a clog
making factory - Will we ever forget Mr Clogg’s lovely
legs and the budding romance he sparked off between
Jake and Tomás? We even went on a boat tour one
evening too. The final day of our trip took us to the
Tiki Waterpark. What a day! To say Mr McKenna
enjoyed it is an understatement, he graced every slide
that there was. The shopping mall we visited was huge
– every girl's dream.
A trip like this does not just happen and especially in
times of a pandemic. Mr Sharpe and Ms Sweeney gave
of their time so generously, arranging everything to
ensure we all have a wonderful time. Nothing was left
to chance. Poor Mr Sharpe had the added stress of
trying to sort out the boy’s rooms which was not
easy.
We arrived back in Cootehill totally exhausted. I slept
most of the day on Saturday. This was an educational
and enjoyable trip spent with a great bunch of friends.
We all took on board what Ms Smith said “No sniffing,
no touching and no taking” of any substance that
Amsterdam is famous for.
I would also like to thank Ms Brady and Mr McKenna for
putting up with all of us for the 4 days. We really do
appreciate you taking time out of your busy schedule
to accompany us on our TY trip.
“And remember no sleeping
on the bus”

After just receiving the devastating news our three
wins weren’t enough to make it through to the next
round of Concern Debates (like, seriously), Ms.
Derrick decided sitting idly for the rest of the year
was off the cards and taught us how to teach. After
showing us a few tricks of the trade, we began (drum
roll please) 1st year debates. Since we were such
experts (totally), we passed on our knowledge to the
first years by teaching them the skills involved in
debating.
It had an interesting start, walking into Ms. Kieran’s
class that first Friday and opening Teams, only to
discover our PowerPoint was nowhere to be found!
So, it was back to chalk and talk. Thankfully, we
located the PowerPoint for the other classes!
It was very competitive, with Jack Vogan, Emma
Sherlock, Tiernan McCaul and Mattia Leardini (Rang
Erin), Katie Poutch, Chloe Conaty, Katelyn Morris,
and Leah Kiernan (Rang Emmett), Ciaran Bass, Joey
Granadeiro, Annie Beth Foster, and Keeva Galligan
Martin (Rang Enda) and Grace Ray, Kayleigh
McDermott, Joshua Smith and Micháel Clarke and
Brian Ellis (sub) (Rang Eimear) getting through to the
semi-finals. For Rang Erin breakfast rolls are at
stake, needless to say it’s going to be competitive.
The experience was enjoyed by the first years and us
debaters and who knows, maybe it has sparked a
future career path!
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My TY
Stairway to Heaven
By Naomi Gibson
Active Week in St. Aidan’s began Monday April 25th. On
Wednesday 27th, the TY students accompanied by Ms.
Sweeney, Ms. English and Mr. Lennon took on the
challenge of climbing the Cuilcagh Mts. in Fermanagh and
Cavan. We left school just after reg at around 9:15ish.
The sunny weather was a positive start to what would be
an enjoyable trip for all.
After carefully navigating the buses through the narrow
and winding roads that led to the car park, we got off and
prepared for our ascent. Free to walk at our own pace we
began. It was 4.5km from the car park to the boardwalk
and a further 1.5km to the summit (including the dreaded
but much anticipated Stairway to Heaven). It was an
enjoyable walk where we got to take in the flora and
fauna that Ireland has to offer.
Moving from the gravel track to the boardwalk that
extended across the bog we continued our journey. On
reaching the foot of the mountain it is safe to say that
the pace slowed at the sight of the stairs. The challenge
given by Mr. Lynch to his math class was quickly forgotten
by many after the first few steps. There was no way we
were going to count all those steps! Climbing them was a
challenge of its own. However, it is safe to say the climb
was worth it when we saw the stunning views at the
summit.
One by one we reached the top. Finding a boulder to sit
on, we ate our lunch, refueling before the descent.
During our time at the summit, we released balloons
containing all our hopes and dreams for the future. A nice
touch to mark the occasion. Taking in the views for one
last time we began our return. To my amazement the
return journey was by far quicker than the ascent. We
were fortunate that there were perfect weather
conditions for walking the entire day. Plenty of sunshine
with a refreshing breeze.
When everyone reached the finish line, we waited for the
buses to find a spot to turn the buses into the small,
compact car park. Relieved to be sitting down again we
set off for home. Enjoyed by all this trip was the highlight
of the week for many. A brilliant way to have fun while
staying active.

By Hollyann Coughlan
Doing Transition Year gave us students loads of
opportunities to enjoy various days out like the
Stairway to Heaven and Causey Farm. We completed
a full range of events for Active Week. Personally, my
favourite part of TY was the EU trip to Amsterdam.
As tiring as the week was I would go again in a
heartbeat. I think that these trips brought us all
closer together.
After finishing TY I feel I am better prepared for the
Leaving Cert because of the resources given to us
throughout the year. I am also more confident in my
subject choices as we had the chance to sample all
of our option subjects so we could make an informed
choice. I would definitely recommend Transition Year
to anyone.
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Third Year Report Ms. Deirdre Marren
Greetings to the 3rd year class of 2022. Today marks the end of what has been
a most unusual three years; not only in your educational experience but in your
life experience. When you arrived here as bright, shiny first years in September
2019 none of us could have foreseen how all of our lives would change so
dramatically 7 months later.
You had barely settled into secondary school when suddenly it was lockdown,
remote learning, Microsoft Teams, worrying about keeping yourself and others
healthy, staying within a few kilometres of home, no training, no cinema, no
going out.
Spending time with the family was a novelty at first. Then it was a little less
enjoyable as all of us struggled to cope with not enough rooms, poor or no
broadband, sharing of devices, the difficulty of trying to learn remotely etc. It
is to your credit that you coped with this not just once in 2020 but again last
year and indeed continue to manage this year with absences from school due to
Covid19. But that situation, while not gone forever, does appear to have

Message from Ms.
Marren (3rd Year
Head)
“Do your very best and
you will not be
disappointed with the
outcomes. Enjoy the
summer after the
exams.”

improved massively and your Junior Cycle exams begin very shortly. For the first time in 3 years the Junior
Cycle exams will take place. Lucky, lucky you!!
We look back at a challenging time but also one where you found your place and your niche in the St. Aidan’s
family. You forged new friendships and relationships with your fellow students and staff. You chose new
subjects, worked hard and achieved well in them. You joined sporting teams and took part in many other
extra-curricular activities. You remained aware of the needs of others and raised funds and awareness for
those less fortunate. You supported one another and created a team spirit within the four tutor groups.
I’d like to pause here and thank your current tutors – Mr. Mayne (Diarmaid), Ms. Kiernan (Daire), Mr. Farrell
(Dearbhla) and Mr. Gollogly (Doireann). They have done sterling work in difficult circumstances. There have
been others who supported you along the way. On your behalf and mine I’d like to acknowledge the hard
work and contribution of Ms. Doherty and Ms. Coss as your year heads in 1st and 2nd yr – supported by tutors
Ms. Ni Bhaoill, Mr. McQuillan, Ms. Lynch, Ms. McQuaid and Ms. Woods. There is a whole support network here
in St. Aidan’s and in recent times we have relied heavily on them. These include our management team of
Principal and Deputy Principal and our pastoral care team of chaplain and counsellor. The SEN department
also provided you with additional supports as required. Outside of the classrooms there are clerical, catering,
cleaning and maintenance staff who are key to the smooth running of our school.
Having looked back – it’s time to look ahead…I’d like to sum up with a few words regarding the upcoming
exams. Your first exam begins Wed June 8th. Have your timetable to hand (in your pencil case/on the fridge
at home). Highlight the subjects you do. Get your resources ready the evening before. You must bring your
own pens/calculator etc. Be on time. Borrow a watch, phones are not allowed! You cannot enter the exam
hall late.
Eat well, get plenty of sleep, exercise and get out in the fresh air. This is important – you need to be rested
and in peak condition for the exams. Have a study plan/timetable and follow it as best you can. Talk to your
parents if you are feeling the pressure, talk to your teachers, talk to one another. Reach out if you feel
you’re not coping. Do your very best and you will not be disappointed with the
outcomes. Enjoy the summer after the exams. I wish all of Rang Daire, Rang
Doireann, Rang Diarmuid and Rang Dearbhla every success in the exams and in
the years to follow.
It’s important to highlight all of the hard work and commitment demonstrated
by so many of the year group. At our Prizegiving on Friday 27th May and in a year
group assembly that week, there were awards for academic excellence and for
sporting achievement as well as involvement in committees etc. Well done to
all the nominees and award winners!
A special award was presented to Roman Hrushchak for assistance in translating
for our new Ukranian students.
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Student Council members were acknowledged
with a certificate.
Rian Geraghty
Mairead Markey
Lauren Moynagh
Dylan Shields
There was joint first place and a second-place
winner of One4All vouchers for amassing the
most merits over the course of the year.
Mairead Markey - Diarmuid
Julia Judickaite - Doireann
Eireann Fitzsimons - Dearbhla
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Third Year Perfects

Prefects/Deputy Prefects were thanked for all
their hard work over the year.
They then presented their tutors and Year Head
with tokens of appreciation.
Group
Prefect
Deputy Prefect
Daire
Heidi Watson
Darragh McCormick
Dearbhla Phillipa Hughes Brandon Dempsey
Diarmuid Gerry Morris
Lauren Moynagh
Doireann Rian Geraghty Ava Kelly
Cian O’Hare had full attendance this year.

The Sports Awards
Sports Boy and Girl Award is sponsored

Student Council Members

by Lennon Drapery.
Sports boy- Matthew McDermott
Sports girl- Ava Kelly
Other sporting news during 2021-22
Philippa Hughes, Ciara Lynch, Rose Geoghegan,
Éabha Slowey and Amelia Bannon are all players
on the U16 Cavan County Camogie team that won
the Ulster Final.
Many 3rd year girls are also on the school Senior
camogie team that got to Senior County Final in
camogie.
Ava Kelly and Ruby Moran will play an All-Ireland
after recently winning the Ulster Platinum Final
U16 in Gaelic football. Good luck to you both!!
Our U16 girl basketball squad competed in the
Northeast U16 championship.
Our U16 school girls Gaelic players also reached
the Ulster quarter finals.
Our lady soccer players Karyn McConkey, Ava
Kelly and Kitija Wilson are on the
Cavan/Monaghan squad.

Junior Sports Boy & Girl with Peter Lennon Sponsor
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PROJECT AWARDS

These awards are given to recognise the high standard of project
work carried out by students in many subject areas.
MUSIC practical for “Excellence in music performance”
JOINT WINNERS: Craig McDonald & Eoghan McCaul
HOME ECONOMICS “Culinary Skills Award” - for students in both Ms.
Hetherton’s & Ms. Kilkenny’s HE classes
Amy Keogh Hall
Karyn McConkey
Jake Clifton
Phillipa Hughes
Katelyn Benson
Lauren Moynagh
Laura McCaul Glen Hall
ART CBA
This certificate is proudly presented to Leah Woods in recognition of her
excellent efforts, creativity and work completed for her
Classroom Based Assessment in Art.
WOODWORK (P. McKenna)
“This is awarded in recognition of an outstanding Woodwork Project”
Joint winners: Max McNally & Nadine McDermott
WOODWORK (PJ Fitzsimons)
“Junior Cycle Wood Technology Project of the Year”
Winner = Joshua Adams
METALWORK
Winner: Adam Larmer

3rd Year Prize Winners Sponsored by
Cootehill Credit Union.

3rd Year Academic Awards
Third Year Pre-Junior Cert Academic Awards 2022 are based on PreJunior Cycle exams.
ENGLISH WINNER = PHILLIPA HUGHES
GAEILGE WINNER = ALISHA SEXTON
MATHS WINNER = ELEANOR FEERICK
HISTORY WINNER = DARA HENSHAW
GEOGRAPHY WINNER = DYLAN SHIELDS
FRENCH WINNER = MAIREAD MARKEY
GERMAN WINNER = CIARA LYNCH
SPANISH WINNER= SHENNA CROSSON
BUSINESS WINNER = LILY MOYNAGH
SCIENCE WINNER = LAURA MCCAUL
RELIGION WINNER = EABHA SLOWEY
METALWORK WINNER = JOSHUA ADAMS
ART WINNER = REBEKA BRADY

3rd Year Student of the Year

HOME ECONOMICS WINNER = HEIDI WATSON
MUSIC WINNER = EOGHAN MCCAUL
TECHNICAL GRAPHICS WINNER = TIARNAN RAY
WOODWORK WINNER = BEN MCELROY

Short courses awards
CODING WINNER = EOGHAN MCCAUL DIGITAL MEDIA LITERACY WINNER = KITIJA WILSON

STUDENT OF THE YEAR
The academic student of the year is decided based on the core subjects including English, Irish, Maths, (all at
HL) and History, Geography, Science. These core subjects are marked in Pre-Junior cycle exams, then
totalled and then averaged. The award is given to the highest overall average.
Many thanks to Cootehill Credit Union who continue to sponsor this award - the “Salmon of Knowledge”
trophy and runners up prizes for this award.
3rd place: ÉABHA SLOWEY
2nd place: ELEANOR FEERICK

Overall Student of the Year - HEIDI WATSON.
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Music News
By Ms Siobhan Maguire
Many thanks to our talented music students who
contributed to a number of school events this term.
Music practicals for Leaving Cert students took place in
the Easter holidays and in May for our Junior Cycle
students. The choirs at both TY and Leaving Cert
Graduations were filled with the sweet sound of St
Aidan’s students; both soloists and in chorus, while the
TY drummers also entertained the audience. They always
make those occasions even more special.

TY Samba Drummers

Exciting News: It’s Time To
Take To The Stage
By Ms Siobhan Maguire
TY Choir at TY Graduation

Students from St. Aidan’s will present the Musical ‘The
Wedding Singer’ next October.
Auditions for lead roles have taken place over the last
few weeks in search for budding stars.
We are hoping for over 70 students to take to the stage
singing, dancing and acting over three nights 25th -27th
October 2022. Keep your diary free; it promises to be a
great night out.

“Auditions for lead roles
have taken place over
the last few weeks in
search for budding stars.”
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Second Year Report
By Ms Siobhan Maguire
As your 2nd year draws to a close I want to wish you every
success in the upcoming exams.
Put in the revision required over the coming days and give
each exam your best effort. I know you all hope for good
results when the reports are issued. Now is when you can
make that happen. These exams are all preparing you well
for the Junior Cycle exams next year.

Message from Ms. Maguire
(2nd Year Head)
“I wish you and your families a
happy, fun and safe summer.”

Well done to all of you on the completion of your CBAs this
year. CBAs help you to take responsibility for your own
learning which will be more and more important with each
year of education in this school and beyond.
Well done to the following students who achieved
endeavour awards at our awards ceremony:
In Rang Muireann Isabella Hall, Rang Meabh Tanya
Benson, Rang Manus Tegan Duffy, Rang Maitiu Odhran
Smith .
Huge congratulations to Ruby Gallagher who was the
overall 2nd year student of the year.
A special mention also for Matthew Hawthorne for full
attendance which is a huge achievement during a
pandemic.

2nd Prizewinners

A warm welcome to Anhelina Diakova, Vladyslav Moskalets
and Vadym Sinkov who have recently joined second year
and enriched the year group. Best wishes to Alvaro as he
returns to Spain after his year with us in St Aidan’s.
Second years are really excelling in the whole area of
sports with the girls being recently crowned champions of
the under 14D shield, beating Scoil Mhuire under the
direction of their coach Ms Mc Philips. Well done to Mr
Lennon and the second-year boys who won the North East
Basketball league after seven straight wins.

U14 Ulster Champions

Finally, a big thank you to your tutors; Ms. Hetherton, Ms.
Noone, Ms. Kilkenny and Mr Lennon for their continued
support to the students on a daily basis.
I wish you and your families a happy, fun and safe
summer.

2nd Year Student of the
Year
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Sports Round Up
By Mr Owen Lennon
Well done and thank you to all the St. Aidan’s students
that represented our school on the sporting fields and
halls this year around the country. It was probably in the
basketball halls where we achieved the most success.
Our first-year basketball team completed the clean
sweep winning all their league games. That qualified us
for the Northeast basketball semi-finals and finals in the
Phoenix centre in Carrickmacross. We beat our close
neighbours Breifne College in the semi-final in a very
close match by 5 points. We went on to play Bush PP in
the final. The boys really turned on the style in the final
and played some fantastic basketball running out 36 – 21
winners.

First Year Basketball Team

Our squad was: Conor Delaney, Finn Sherlock, Tomas Mc
Cabe, Aidan Gould, Jonah Curran, Damien Hughes, Niall
Cusack, Brady Roche, Callum O’Connor, Tadgh O’Rourke,
Daniel Hall, Cameron Reilly, Cormac McQuillan and Evan
Farrell.
Our second years completed the season with seven
straight wins. We topped our group and played Ballybay
in the Northeast semi-finals. We beat them by 8 pts in a
close affair. We then went on to play St. Ciaran’s College
in the final. The lads really played some high quality
basketball and ran out 29 – 18 winners.

Second Year Basketball Team

Our second-year panel was: Conan mc Gahan, Max Mc
Keon, Cian Flynn, Arius Metlovas, Finn Shelock, Conor
Delaney, Garrett Gilbert, Jack Cusack, Mochara Lynch
Jacob Loopa, Ciaran Clerkin, and Mark Gaffney
Our U-16 boys basketball team also won the Northeast
league in Carrickmacross were we beat Ballybay
Community College by 40 – 32 points. We then qualified
for the Leinster semi-final which we won against Edmund
College from Dublin. Unfortunately, we came up against
a really strong St. Finian’s College team from Longford
and we were well beat in the final. However, it was a
great experience for our young lads playing in the
national basketball arena in Dublin. It’s a memory these
young lads won’t forget.
Our U-16 panel was; Jake Whyte, Glenn Hall, Niall
Curran, Arius Metlovas, Cian Flynn, Ronan Flynn, Evan
Morris, Matthew Mc Dermott and Dylan Shields.
I’d like to thank all the lads for the commitment and
dedication during the year giving up their spare time at
lunchtime and after school but it paid off.

U16 Basketball Team

3

Summer
Su Su Summer
Newsletter
mer
ewsletter
mmer

Page 23

First Year Report
By Ms Breege Doherty
Well done Rang Enda, Erin, Eimear and Emmet on
completing your first year in secondary school. I would like
to take this opportunity to commend your positivity, hard
work and good humour during this school year.

I want to acknowledge your class achievement, cooperation, extra-curricular involvement, application to
study, motivation and respect.
Thank you for your generosity and involvement in the
many fund-raising events during the year. It was lovely to
see such kindness in the year group.
A big thank you to our first-year student council
representatives; James Fox, Kayleigh Mc Dermott, Rhys
McDermott and Sienna McGerty, and also to our class
prefects Emma Sherlock, Cormac Mc Quillan, Eadaoinn
Morris, Chloe Conaty, Jack Vogan, Gabriel Higgins, Lauren
Tully and Martyna Kalonaite for their great work and help
throughout the year.

Message from Ms. Doherty
(1st Year Head)
“Thank you for your generosity
and involvement in the many
fund-raising events during the
year. It was lovely to see such
kindness in the year group.”

A special word of thanks to your dedicated tutors Ms
Treanor, Ms Ní Bhaoill, Mr McCaul and Mr Sharpe for their
kindness, guidance and encouragement.
Well done to the very talented first year sports people on
the many fantastic sporting successes this year. We are all
very proud of you.
I would like to acknowledge the recipients of attendance,
merit and subject awards.
Congratulations to the winners of the 2022 Endeavour
Awards, Katie Poutch, Tadhg O Rourke, Melany
Valjak,Grace Ray and to Chloe Conaty on winning the First
Year Student of the Year Award. Well done!
Finally, it has been a pleasure working with you this year
and I would like to wish you all a lovely summer break.
I look forward to seeing you all back on the corridors of St
Aidan’s as second years!

1st Year Prizewinners

First Year Student of the Year
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Tributaries
By Eabha Slowey and
Katelyn Benson
The water flows beneath you,
As you paddle in your boat.
You venture from your island
Beyond your fortress’ moat.
As you sail, you bump into
Two tributaries on your journey;
One as smooth and straight as silk,
The other, bent and turny.
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Summer Support
Online counselling and supports:
www.turn2me.ie
www.mymind.ie
www.jigsaw.ie ( excellent website)
www.shine.ie
www.alone.ie
www.mentalhealthireland.ie
Phone, email and text supports:
Alcohol forum Cavan/Monaghan 085-7442857
Alone 0818 222 024
Samaritans 116 123
Pieta house 1800 247 247 or text help 51444
Childline 1800 66 66 66 text 5001
AWARE supportmail@aware.ie
Crisis text line text Hello to 741741 1 1890
929 539890 929 539
GROW mental health recovery 1890 474 474

You've lost all hope, things can’t get worse,
You veer to the crooked path.
How hard could this be for someone
Who has endured heartbreak’s wrath?
The force of water tosses your boat

You struggle with all your might,
You fight to keep your boat afloat
But look! The end’s in sight.

A Tributary of the Annalee River © Eric Jones
Geograph Ireland

You come to a stop, the water’s calm,
Behold: a beautiful view,
A golden, glowing sunset
Its rays shine warmly upon you.
This is your reward for all the pain
That living a life has brought you;
Yield to love and take the risk;
Cherish what heartbreak has taught you.

St Aidan’s Compreh ensive School,
Lisnasaran, Cootehill, Co Cavan.
office@staidans.ie 049 5552161

